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The School was one of only five UK 
departments to achieve the highest 
rating of 5* in each of the last two 
Research Assessment Exercises.

Top 3 ranking university for physical 
science teaching in the National 
Student Survey (2008).

Exceptionally wide range of research 
interests of staff allows all courses to be 
taught by international experts.

Flexible 3 year (BSc) and 4 year 
(MPhys) degrees offered in:

 − Particle Physics (with a year abroad)

 − Physics with Astronomy 

 − Physics with Astronomy (with a year 
abroad)

 − Physics with Mathematics

 − Physics with Nanotechnology

 − Physics (with a year of Experimental 
Research)

 − Physics with Photonics

 − Physics with Space Science

 − Physics with Foundation Year

Physics with Astronomy and Space 
Science courses include a field trip to a 
professional laboratory in Tenerife.

Particle Physics (with a year abroad) 
course includes a year of research spent 
at CERN in Geneva

Physics with Astronomy (with a year 
abroad) course includes a year of 
research at Harvard in the USA.

World-Class Teaching Facilities . 
Includes:

 − Two roof top observatories equipped 
with high quality telescopes and 
CCD detectors 

 − Several computer suites with free 
access to the internet and e-mail 

 − State-of-the-art lecture theatres with 
stereo video equipment 

 − Modern, purpose-built laboratories 
with the latest computer controlled 
equipment 

 − Specialist photonics laboratory with 
research-grade laser equipment 

 − Dedicated physics reading room/ 
library for independent study. 

Physics Scholarships worth £4,000 
annually 

I.o.P award winning Physics Society

Guaranteed Hall accommodation in 
first year

Excellent campus facilities and a 
lively student oriented city with good 
transport links

For further information please visit our website and/or contact: 
The Admissions Tutor, School of Physics and Astronomy, University of Southampton, Southampton so17 1bj
Tel: (023) 8059 2068  |  E-mail: entry@phys.soton.ac.uk  |  www.southampton.ac.uk/phys

Physics and Astronomy Degrees

_IOPadvert2010_v1.indd   1 4/28/10   4:08 PM



Physics on Course 2011    105

University of Southampton

School of Physics and Astronomy
Highfield, Southampton SO17 1BJ

School of Physics and Astronomy academic staff: 40

Teaching content & philosophy: The school has maintained its position as one 
of the UK’s top departments in the latest Research Assessment Exercise. For the 
second RAE running more than half of our research was ranked as World Leading or 
Internationally Excellent – an achievement that was called 5* in 2001 – we are one 
of only five physics schools to achieve this in two successive RAEs. Our world-class 
researchers provide high-quality, cutting-edge and dynamic teaching. Our degree 
programmes are modular with a wide range of optional courses, all taught by experts 
in the field. Teaching is based on lectures and student-centred coursework, including 
tutorials and problem classes, lab work, projects, dissertations and seminars. Care is 
taken to develop skills that employers require. Success rates are high and students 
go on to a wide range of interesting and rewarding careers.

Special facilities/resources: The school is situated on the main campus of 
the university, in close proximity to the library and sporting and social facilities, 
and 10–15 minutes walk from student residences. Our teaching labs are large 
and comprehensively equipped, with computers much in evidence. There is a 
specialist photonics lab equipped with research-grade lasers and also two rooftop 
observatories, each housing a high-quality telescope with a CCD detector. Students 
have access to a dedicated reading room and also a computer suite with free access 
to the internet and e-mail. Most final-year projects are conducted in research labs 
alongside professional research staff.

Special features of courses: Students studying Physics with Astronomy or Space 
Science have the opportunity to undertake a field trip to the University of Laguna in 
Tenerife. Top Astronomy students can spend their final year doing research work at 
the Harvard Smithsonian Institute in the US. Top Particle Physics students can spend 
their final year undertaking research at CERN in Geneva. Top students interested in 
quantum materials can spend the final year working in our research laboratories, as 
part of our research teams. Students studying Physics with Photonics benefit from 
the expertise and facilities of our world-famous Optoelectronics Research Centre.

Regulation on transfer between courses: Transfers between BSc and MPhys 
degrees and from single to joint honours are possible up to the end of the first 
semester of the second year.

Further information:
Prof. Nick Evans, Admissions Tutor
E-mail entry@phys.soton.ac.uk, web www.southampton.ac.uk/phys

Number of full-time undergraduates 12 500

Proportion of undergraduates reading science  
and engineering   30%
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University of St Andrews

School of Physics and Astronomy 
North Haugh, St Andrews, Fife KY16 9SS
Tel 023 8059 2068 

School of Physics and Astronomy academic staff: 30

This modern School of Physics and Astronomy is part of the well respected University 
of St Andrews, Scotland’s first university. Choice and flexibility are features of the 
BSc and MPhys honours degree programmes. Well qualified entrants may choose to 
enter in year two and complete an honours BSc degree in three years or an MPhys 
degree in four.

We aim to stimulate students’ interest in their subjects and to develop a thorough 
understanding of physics (and where appropriate astronomy). This is aided by 
relatively small class sizes and weekly tutorials, which in years two and three for 
example consist of only four or five students, with a tutor. Lectures develop both 
the pure and applied aspects of physics, building up from the introductory lectures 
in year one to the modules in the final years, which prepare students to appreciate 
the research literature. Appropriate laboratory work illuminates and extends the 
understanding of topics covered in lectures, as well as developing important 
practical skills. Problem solving and communication skills are actively developed.

St Andrews is a university town of only 16 000 people, located in a beautiful location 
on the Fife coast. Students coming from across the UK and further afield form a 
major part of the community and student-organised activities abound. Students are 
admitted to the faculty of science and can postpone their decision on degree subject 
(within or outside this school) until the start of year three.

With 30 teaching staff the school is large enough to provide comprehensive 
coverage at undergraduate level. With another 80 research staff and students 
it is lively enough to produce internationally recognised research in astronomy 
and astrophysics, photonics, magnetism and superconductivity, and terahertz 
technologies. In 2008 the research assessment exercise rated St Andrews as joint 
second for research quality among UK physics departments. Yet the school remains 
small enough that students and staff can interact closely. Students comment on the 
enthusiastic and student-friendly nature of the teaching staff. The final-year research 
projects carried out individually by all students are normally undertaken with one of 
the research groups under the supervision of a member of the teaching staff.

Further information:
Dr Bruce Sinclair
E-mail physics@st-andrews.ac.uk, web www.st-andrews.ac.uk/physics

Number of full time-undergraduates 5952

Proportion of undergraduates reading science  
and engineering   32%



University of Strathclyde

Department of Physics 
John Anderson Building, 107 Rottenrow, Glasgow G4 0NG
Tel 0141 548 3366

Department of Physics: 33

Teaching content & philosophy: The degree courses have a modular structure 
with a mixture of compulsory, optional and elective classes. This provides great 
flexibility giving students the freedom to pick classes most suited to their interests 
and ambitions. The degree programmes are designed to provide a sound knowledge 
and understanding of the laws and methods of physics and their application to 
technological and multidisciplinary problems. Core topics are common to all courses 
and the later years contain a large element of project work. Furthermore, by suitable 
choice of optional classes a student can opt to specialise in a given area of physics.

Special facilities/resources: Workshop-based tutorials in first year onwards. There 
are extensive departmental computing and instrumentation laboratories with topic-
specific experiments. Final-year students undertake projects with research groups 
in the department in areas such as lasers and optoelectronics, computational non-
linear and quantum optics, relativistic electron beams and cyclotron masers, solid-
state spectroscopy and optical oceanography.

Special features of courses: Direct entry to second year of the MPhys degree is 
possible for students with Advanced Higher qualifications or A-levels. Students on 
the MPhys degree can opt to take an industrial placement in the vacation between 
the third and fourth year. In the final two years of the MPhys degree a student can 
specialise in a given area of physics and graduate with a degree indicating that 
specialisation. The BSc Physics with Teaching course is a Joint Honours degree, 
which combines a full physics degree with a professionally recognised teaching 
qualification. The Mathematics and Physics degree is a Joint Honours degree offered 
by both the Mathematics and Physics departments.

Regulation on transfer between courses: Transfer between all degrees is possible 
up until the start of the third year.

Further information:
Dr N Langford 
E-mail n.langford@phys.strath.ac.uk or study@phys.strath.ac.uk
Web http://phys.strath.ac.uk 

University of Surrey

Department of Physics
Guildford, Surrey GU2 7XH
Tel 01483 689247

Department of Physics academic staff: 26

Study physics at Surrey because:
•Our unique MPhys degree will let you do research with the world’s top scientists.
•  The Surrey Professional Training Year will give you the best possible start in the job 

market.
•  Our range of specialist degree programmes will give you the edge in high-tech 

fields from brain scanning to launching satellites.
•We are good at teaching physics as well as doing it.
•Our outstanding research will give you access to state-of-the-art facilities.
•We are a friendly department, where students can really talk to their lecturers.
•  Our degrees are flexible and you are not “locked into” the programme you put on 

your UCAS form.

Outstanding degree programmes: The Surrey physics degrees all come in both 
MPhys and BSc “flavours” and we offer the following general and specialist 
programmes. Straight Physics: Maximum flexibility maximum choice; Physics with 
Nuclear Astrophysics: find out why we are all made of stardust; Physics with Satellite 
Technology: Surrey Satellite Technology Limited, a university spin-off company, 
designs and builds satellites on campus; Physics with Finance: Understand why the 
big banks are hiring “rocket scientists” in the city.

Bonuses of campus life:
•First-year students are guaranteed university accommodation.
•  Our pleasant campus is only 15 minutes walk from the centre of the historic, 

cathedral city of Guildford and only 35 minutes by train from the heart of London.
•  All student rooms are fitted with a telephone providing free on-campus calls and a 

voice-mail service. They are also equipped with free fast internet access.
•  All students have 24 hour access to well equipped computing facilities with free 

internet access.
•  Excellent social facilities with more than 120 clubs and societies supported by the 

Students’ Union.

Further information:
Dr Silvia Pani, Admissions Tutor
E-mail s.pani@surrey.ac.uk, web www.surrey.ac.uk/physics/
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Number of full-time undergraduates 11 000

Proportion of undergraduates reading science  
and engineering   50%

Number of full-time undergraduates 9000

Proportion of undergraduates reading science  
and engineering   54%
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University of Sussex

Department of Physics and Astronomy 
Pevensey 2 Building, Falmer Campus, Brighton BN1 9QF
Tel 01273 678557

Department of Physics and Astronomy academic staff: 28

Teaching content & philosophy: Our teaching was rated “Excellent” in the most 
recent assessment of teaching quality. Our research was rated internationally 
excellent in the latest research assessment. You will learn through a variety of 
methods, including workshops, practical laboratory work, lectures and tutorials. We 
offer a huge variety of courses and provide a flexible option scheme allowing you to 
customise your degree. We offer degrees in Physics, Astrophysics and Theoretical 
Physics and Minors in Astrophysics.

Special facilities/resources: We have well equipped teaching laboratories, an 
on-campus rooftop observatory and a computer-controlled 0.5 m reflecting 
telescope. IT training is integrated into all of our courses and you will have 24 hour 
access to an extensive range of computing facilities. Campus facilities are excellent, 
and include shops, banks, restaurants and coffee bars, a health centre, dentist, 
optician and pharmacy. A variety of pubs and bars, a theatre and cinema, art gallery, 
excellent sporting facilities and numerous clubs and societies mean that you are 
never stuck for entertainment.

Special features of courses: Scholarships of £1000 for students who obtain AA 
in maths and physics at A-level and firmly accept our conditional offer. The final 
year of the MPhys degree has a research orientation with most of the courses on 
specialised topics. We offer a four-year BSc programme to students without the 
usual background in physics and maths. This includes an initial foundation year and 
can lead into any of the BSc degrees we offer. Students can choose to spend six 
months studying in an English-speaking university in Canada or Sweden. The unique 
Research Placement degrees offer paid summer project work in a world-leading 
research group. Some degree programmes are available for part-time study.

Further information:
Dr Simon J M Peeters
Tel 01273 678128
E-mail ug.admissions@physics.sussex.ac.uk
Web www.sussex.ac.uk/physics

Swansea University

Department of Physics 
Singleton Park, Swansea SA2 8PP
Tel 01792 295849

Department of Physics academic staff: 22

Teaching content & philosophy: Our teaching strategy combines a mixture of 
lecture and laboratory modules, project work, residential trips and tutorials, ensuring 
that the key skills – communication, numeracy, team working and problem solving – 
are taught. Excellent teaching – the only physics department in Wales to receive the 
government’s highest grade in the most recent Teaching Quality Assessment.

Course contents: •Choice of Single and Joint Honours and BSc and MPhys 
programmes; •Year Abroad programmes with universities in North America, 
Australia, Italy, Spain, France, Germany and Austria; •Modular courses including 
physics of fundamental particles like quarks and leptons, anti-matter, the quantum 
world, superconductivity and lasers, the shape of the universe; •The specialised 
research interests of the teaching staff means that students benefit from a rigorous 
treatment of the subject and acquire highly sought after skills.

Course features: •Scholarships available; •All projects, both at BSc and MPhys, 
are closely supervised; •Final year of the MPhys schemes involves specialised 
courses and a full semester working on a cutting-edge research project; •Top MPhys 
students have the possibility of performing their project at CERN.

Facilities and resources: •Well equipped teaching labs and excellent computing 
facilities; •Research projects in areas including cold matter, lasers and optics, 
antimatter, nanoscale technology, all with expert supervision; •Internationally 
leading research in experimental and theoretical physics, with 90% of our research 
classed as excellent or internationally leading; •Research grants awarded from 
STFC, EPSRC, Leverhulme Trust, the EU, The Royal Society, HEFCW, and various 
industrial and government sources.

Transfer between courses: Our course structure is flexible and modular, allowing for 
transfers between different schemes up until the start of the third year.

Further information:
Dr S Prem Kumar or Dr Carlos Nunez
E-mail s.p.kumar@swansea.ac.uk, c.nunez@swansea.ac.uk 
or e-mail physics@swansea.ac.uk
Web www.swansea.ac.uk/physics 

Number of full-time undergraduates 7000

Proportion of undergraduates reading science  
and engineering   34%

Number of full time-undergraduates 7800

Proportion of undergraduates reading science  
and engineering   33%
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Trinity College Dublin

School of Physics 
Dublin 2, Ireland
Tel +353 1 896 2019

School of Physics academic staff: 28

Teaching content & philosophy: The school offers four-year courses leading to 
degrees in Physics, Physics and Astrophysics, Theoretical Physics, and Nanoscience, 
Physics and Chemistry of Advanced Materials. Structured teaching through lectures, 
tutorials and laboratory and project work provides a firm grounding in all branches of 
physics and brings students into contact with the forefront of international research 
as practised in the school. About 45 students graduate each year from the school.

Special facilities/resources: Large and active research groups; areas include 
surface and interface physics, magnetic materials, molecular electronics, lasers 
and optoelectronics, foam physics, environmental radiation, nanotechnology, 
astrophysics, and computational and theoretical physics. The school is closely 
integrated with an adjoining centre for nanoscience (opened in 2007). It is on a 
historic city-centre campus, which provides a wide range of student facilities.

Special features of courses: A broad-base first two years; specialist options 
(including Physics and Astrophysics or Nanoscience, Physics and Chemistry of 
Advanced Materials) and project in final year; some projects are undertaken at 
laboratories/observatories outside Ireland. College scholarships are available.

Regulation on transfer between courses: Flexible between all courses in first two 
years (exception: no transfers are allowed into Theoretical Physics) – college tutors 
give advice.

Further information:
The School Administrator
E-mail physics@tcd.ie
Web www.tcd.ie/Physics/ 

University College Cork

Department of Physics 
Kane Building, College Road, Cork, Ireland

Department of Physics academic staff: 12

Teaching content & philosophy: Courses are taught through lectures and laboratory 
classes supplemented by tutorials, problem-solving sessions and seminars. 
Laboratory classes vary from classic experiments to open-ended research projects. 
Fourth-year students do a 3–4 month research project and write a minor thesis.

Special facilities/resources: Optoelectronics and nonlinear optics laboratories 
including extensive ultrafast diagnostics, pulsed and CW Ti:sapphire lasers. A major 
photonics research centre (Tyndall Institute, www.tyndall.ie) is closely affiliated and 
several physics academics are group leaders there. The department encourages 
interdisciplinary research. Major research groups: optoelectronics, photonic 
devices and systems, laser spectroscopy, solid-state theory, plasma fusion studies, 
observational astronomy.

Special features of courses: A strong emphasis on fundamental physics at the 
beginning of the BSc degree programme ensures a secure foundation for modern 
physics later on. Physics majors may choose from a wide range of subsidiary 
subjects including pure or applied mathematics and computer science. Course fees 
are not charged to EU students.

Regulation on transfer between courses: See www.ucc.ie.

Further information:
Prof. John McInerney, Head of Department
Tel 353 21 490 2468
E-mail j.mcinerney@ucc.ie

Number of full-time undergraduates 11 000

Proportion of undergraduates reading science  
and engineering   30%

Number of full-time undergraduates 16 000

Proportion of undergraduates reading science  
and engineering   25%
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University College Dublin

School of Physics 
Belfield, Stillorgan Road, Dublin 4, Ireland
Tel +353 1 716 2210

School of Physics academic staff: 23

Teaching content & philosophy: Flexibility of choice in first-year subjects to include 
physics and mathematics. A total of 10 science modules (chemistry, biology, 
geology, computer science and mathematical physics) must be taken in Stage 1. In 
the second year four physics modules and at least two mathematics modules plus 
other modules to total 10 science modules.

Special facilities/resources: Active research groups in astrophysics, space 
science, atomic and molecular physics, biophysics, relativity theory, condensed 
matter physics, environmental and radiation physics, and particle physics. The 
school is part of a large campus with expanding student village and excellent sports 
facilities.

Special features of courses: In line with the UCD Horizons structure, students have 
free choice of two modules in all years (except in year 4).

Regulation on transfer between courses: No formal regulations, individual cases 
considered by Heads of Schools.

Undergraduate degrees: BSc (Hons) in Physics, BSc (Hons) in Physics with 
Astronomy and Space Science, BSc (Hons) in Theoretical Physics, BSc (Joint Hons) 
in Physics and Biochemistry/Chemistry/Computer Science/Mathematics and 
Mathematical Science/Physiology/Statistics.

Further information:
The Secretary, UCD School of Physics
Tel +353 1 716 2210
Web www.ucd.ie/physics 

Number of full-time undergraduates 14 448

Proportion of undergraduates reading science  
and engineering   50%

 
UNIVERSITY 

COLLEGE 
DUBLIN 

 

UCD SCHOOL OF PHYSICS 
Undergraduate Courses 

 

• BSc (Hons) in Physics with Astronomy and Space Science (Four Years) 

• BSc (Hons) in Physics (Four Years) 

• BSc (Hons) in Theoretical Physics (Four Years) 

• BSc (General) in Physics (Three Years) 
 
In addition to the above, Joint Honours BSc degree courses are available in:  
Physics in combination with 

• Biochemistry 

• Chemistry 

• Computer Science 

• Mathematics and Mathematical Science 

• Physiology 

• Statistics 

Postgraduate Opportunities 
 
MSc and PhD by research in: 

• Atomic, Molecular and Plasma Physics 

• BioNano Physics 

• Condensed Matter Physics 

• General Relativity 

• High Energy Particle Physics 

• High Energy Astrophysics 

• Space Science and Advanced Materials 

• Radiation and Radioecology 
 
Taught Courses for the degree of MSc in NanoBio Science are offered. 
 
Further Information From: 
The Secretary 
UCD School of Physics 
University College Dublin 
Belfield, Dublin 4, Ireland 
Tel. ++353 1 716 2210 
Website: http://www.ucd.ie/physics 
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University College London

Department of Physics & Astronomy 
Gower Street, London WC1E 6BT
Tel 020 7679 7246

Department of Physics & Astronomy academic staff: 60

Teaching content & philosophy: The courses aim to provide a flexible education 
both for those graduates planning careers in science and those entering some other 
field, by studying in-depth a subject that provides insights into the universe in which 
we live. All courses are built around the IOP core and most are available either as a 
three-year BSc or a four-year MSci.

Special facilities/resources: The department’s extensive research interests 
in both physics and astronomy provide a wide range of topics for final-year 
projects: research groups include Atomic, Molecular, Optical and Positron Physics; 
Condensed Matter and Materials Physics (including the new London Centre for 
Nanotechnology); High Energy Physics; Astronomy, Astrophysics and Atmospheric 
Physics. Astrophysics students use a superbly equipped and recently refurbished 
Observatory with two 24" and several smaller telescopes. Students have access to 
the expertise of the Mullard Space Science Laboratory. All students are provided with 
access to e-mail and the internet, and are welcome to join the active student-run 
Physics Society, “Event Horizon”.

Special features of courses: Modular course unit system permits great flexibility; 
small-group tutorials; problem-solving classes; emphasis on project and group 
project work, particularly in the third and fourth years; astronomy field trip to 
professional observatory; fully integrated communications skills programme.  
Fourth-year MSci options from a wide-ranging programme taught in collaboration 
with other London Colleges.

Regulation on transfer between courses: Transfers are possible between all courses 
during the first year and between many courses during the second and third years.

Further information:
Trea Saint
Tel 020 7679 7246
E-mail t.saint@ucl.ac.uk
Web www.phys.ucl.ac.uk 

Number of full time-undergraduates 11 000

Proportion of undergraduates reading science  
and engineering   40%

  UCL is ranked fourth globally in the Times Higher 
Education – QS World University Rankings 2009

  Superbly equipped University of  London 
Observatory incorporated in the department

  IoP accredited four-year MSci or three-year BSc 
programmes available: F303 Physics MSci • 
F300 Physics BSc • F345 Theoretical Physics 
MSci • F340 Theoretical Physics BSc • F511 
Astrophysics MSci • F510 Astrophysics BSc

For more information and contact details see the main  
UCL listing or www.phys.ucl.ac.uk/admissions

UCL DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS 
AND ASTRONOMY
UCL DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS 
AND ASTRONOMY
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University of Warwick

Department of Physics 
Gibbett Hill Road, Coventry CV4 7AL 

Department of Physics academic staff: 54

Teaching content & philosophy: The main Physics, and Mathematics and Physics 
degrees are designed to offer a broad and flexible education. They lead to a BSc 
after three years or an MPhys/MMathPhys after four.

Special facilities/resources: Warwick is strong in research. In their final year 
students benefit from interaction with the research community when they can 
undertake a small research project of their own.

Special features of courses: At Warwick all departments aim to keep as many 
courses as possible open to students from other disciplines and students are 
actively encouraged to take outside courses. These help students to see physics in 
the context of science and education generally.

Regulation on transfer between courses: Transfers are possible after the first year. 
In the third term of the first year students register for the three-year (BSc) or four-year 
(MPhys or MMathPhys).

Further information:
Dr Nicholas d’Ambrumenil
Web http://go.warwick.ac.uk/physics

University of the West of Scotland

Faculty of Science and Technology 
High Street, Paisley, Scotland PA1 2BE
Tel 0141 848 3630

Faculty of Science and Technology academic staff: 70

Teaching content & philosophy: Teaching is achieved by approachable, dedicated 
staff in a friendly atmosphere through a mix of lectures, laboratory classes, 
computer-based learning and tutorials. First-year teaching includes study skills and 
small-group tutorials. The courses cover the full range of physics and its applications. 
Later years include seminars and extensive project work.

Special facilities/resources: Physics at UWS has access to a wide range of 
equipment for use in laboratories and projects. The undergraduate laboratories 
are located adjacent to research labs and they include access for X-ray Diffraction 
and Scanning Electron Microscopy. For their projects, undergraduates have access 
to the three UWS research groups, which are part of the Scottish Universities 
Physics Alliance (SUPA). The Experimental Nuclear Physics Group has extensive 
computing facilities and develops electronics and experimental equipment for use 
in state-of-the-art nuclear spectroscopy research. The Thin Film Centre has large-
scale experimental facilities for research into thin-film properties and applications. 
Microscale Sensors has equipment and software for design, fabrication and 
characterisation of ultrasonic, magnetic and optical devices. These groups also offer 
opportunities for postgraduate study.

Special features of courses: There is flexibility of choice between degrees in the 
Faculty of Science and Technology. The physics course has recently been revised 
to include modern presentations of topics such as nanotechnology, advanced 
optics, ultrasonics and medical technologies, taught by specialised staff. The 
Honours project is emphasised, including opportunities for practical, theoretical and 
computational work as well as project management. The new degree programme 
entitled Physics with Nuclear Technology will be offered from 2011. This programme 
is designed for students with an interest in employment in the expanding nuclear 
sector or with an interest in nuclear-physics research. Physics with Nuclear 
Technology at UWS is the only course of its kind in Scotland.

Regulation on transfer between courses: The first two years are organised within a 
flexible Science Degrees Scheme, with specialisation in physics in years three and 
four.

Further information:
Tel 0800 027 1000
E-mail uni-direct@uws.ac.uk, web www.uws.ac.uk

Number of full-time undergraduates 11 500

Proportion of undergraduates reading science  
and engineering   33%

Number of full-time undergraduates 6085

Proportion of undergraduates reading science  
and engineering   33%
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University of York

Department of Physics 
Heslington, York YO10 5DD
Tel 01904 430000/432241

Department of Physics academic staff: 30

Teaching content & philosophy: The aim is to provide a coherently structured, 
broad-based set of courses, within a modular framework, most of which can be 
taken as a four-year MPhys course. Importance is attached to project work, personal 
study and communications skills. Excellent NSS scores reflect the dedication of 
staff to teaching, with a friendly and open attitude. In the most recent NSS, the 
department achieved the third-highest overall rating of any physics department in 
the UK. Teaching received the maximum 24/24 score in the last Teaching Quality 
Assessment.

Special facilities/resources: There are excellent facilities for undergraduates, 
including workshops, specialist laboratories, computing services, observatory and 
3 m dish radio telescope on campus. Student-exchange schemes (SOCRATES 
and ERASMUS) exist with German, French and Italian universities. It is possible 
to spend an additional year in Europe on MPhys courses as an integral part of the 
course; for BSc courses, the third year is spent abroad. A wide range of research 
activities, of international standing, are pursued. There is also the possibility for 
some undergraduates to participate in summer vacation research projects. Campus 
facilities are excellent, with everything you need immediately “on hand”.

Special features of courses: There is considerable flexibility to change courses 
during the first year. Transfer between BSc and MPhys courses is normally possible 
in the first two years. Particular emphasis is put on tutorial teaching in the first two 
years. A range of options is available throughout the course and all undergraduates 
do a research project in their final year. A Foundation Year is available, which 
enables entry to courses without the normal A-level (or equivalent) requirements.

Regulation on transfer between courses: At the discretion of the relevant Boards of 
Studies, applications normally accepted if in good academic standing.

Further information:
Dr M I J Probert, Senior Admissions Tutor
Web www.york.ac.uk/physics

Number of full-time undergraduates 9490

Proportion of undergraduates reading science  
and engineering   45%
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   King’s College London     39  86
   Queen Mary, University of London    49  98
   Royal Holloway, University of London   51  101
   University College London     61  111
Loughborough   Loughborough University     44  91
Manchester   University of Manchester     45  91
Maynooth   National University of Ireland, Maynooth   46  92
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Milton Keynes   The Open University     48  96
Newcastle   Newcastle University     47  92
Norwich    University of East Anglia     31  –
Nottingham    University of Nottingham     47  94
   Nottingham Trent University    48  95
Oxford    University of Oxford     49  96
Paisley    University of the West of Scotland    62  112
Preston    University of Central Lancashire    28  73
St Andrews   University of St Andrews     55  106
Salford    University of Salford     52  101
Sheffield   University of Sheffield     53  103
Southampton   University of Southampton     54  105
Swansea   Swansea University     58  108
York    University of York      63  113
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