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The Pure and Applied Macromolecular Chemistry Group  
(Macro Group UK) is a joint group of the Royal Society of Chemistry and the Society of Chemical Industry. 
The Polymer Physics Group is a joint group of the Institute of Physics and the Royal Society of Chemistry. 
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Welcome to the second bulletin of 2008.  
 
This issue sees many of the usual features updating and 
advertising the hectic conference schedule for the next few 
months. It is also time for nominations for the Macro 
Group Medals (Outstanding Acheivement, UK Medal and 
Young Researchers Medal) - details of how to nominate 
are contained within. 
 
There are also conference reports from the Frontiers of 
Research, Young Researchers Meeting and 75 years of 
poly(ethylene) conferences and the issue also contains 
reports from 2 young Macro Group DH Richards Bursary 
winners—complete with photos of the awardees with 
plenary lecturers from the conference (a new condition of 
the award). 
 
Please remember to keep us updated on upcoming 
conferences that you may be organised or alternatively  
feel free to write and submit a news article! 
 

 

 

James Sharp 
Andrew Dove 

Bulletin Officers 
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Chairman: Prof. David Haddleton (University of Warwick) 2007 - 2010 

Secretary: Dr Joachim Steinke (Imperial College) 2008 - 2009 

Treasurer: Prof. Stephen Yeates (University of Manchester) 2005 - 2009 

Ordinary Members:  
Dr Peter Cormack (University of Strathclyde),  Membership Officer 2005 - 2009 
Dr Carl Waterson (Infineum International) 2006 - 2009 
Dr Neal Williams (ICI Paints) 2006 - 2009 
Dr Raj Bhardwaj (Polymer Laboratories) 2007 - 2010 
Prof. Steve Brocchini (London University) 2007 - 2010 
Dr Andrew Dove (University of Warwick),  Bulletin Officer 2007 - 2010 
Prof. Steve Howdle (University of Nottingham) 2007 - 2010 
Dr Andrew Lewis (Biocompatibles) 2007 - 2010 
Dr Christopher Sammon (Sheffield Hallam University),   Web Site Officer 2007 - 2010 
Dr Sharon Cooper (Durham University)  2008 - 2011 
Professor Ian Manners (University of Bristol) 2008 - 2011 
Dr Ezat Koshdel (Unilever)  2008 - 2011 
Professor Ian Hamley (University of Reading) (���
��������������)��
���  2008 - 2011  

 
Co-opted Member: 
 Dr Fred Davies (University of Reading), Polymer Roadshow Officer 

Representative Members: 
 

Representing Society of Chemical Industry:  
 Prof. Richard Jones (University of Kent) 

Representing Colloid & Interface Science Groups, RSC and SCI:  
 Prof. Peter Williams (NEWI) 

Representing Materials Chemistry Forum, RSC:  
 Prof. Stephen Yeates (University of Manchester) 

Representing Polymer Physics Group, IoP:  
 Dr Nigel Clarke (Durham University) 

Representing Biomaterials Chemistry Group, RSC: 
  Dr Chris Ansell (BITECIC Ltd) 

Representing Institute of Materials, Minerals and Mining: 
 vacant 

Representing European Polymer Federation:  
 Dr Wayne Hayes (University of Reading) 

Representing Polymer Degradation Discussion Group:  
 Dr Michelle Edge (Manchester Metropolitan University) 

Representing Polymer Colloids Forum:  
 Prof. Peter Lovell (University of Manchester) 

Representing RAPS Network:  
 Dr Rachel O’Reilly (University of Cambridge) 
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A one day meeting to celebrate the career and achieve-
ments of Professor Randal W. Richards. 
�
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What is new in ‘ Polymers & Neutron 
Scattering’ ? A meeting honouring the 
achievements of Dame Julia Higgins  
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Macro Group UK Medal for Outstanding Achievement 

Awarded to a scientist any where in the world that has 
made outstanding contributions to the field of polymer sci-
ence. The recipient will be awarded a gold medal and will 
be expected to deliver a medal lecture at an appropriate 
Macro Group UK meeting. 

Nominations for this award are invited biannually and the 
next deadline of 30th October 2008.+ 
 

Macro Group UK Medal 

Awarded to a UK-based scientist who has made a signifi-
cant and substantial contribution to the development of 
polymer science through his/her scientific achievements 
and/or services to the UK polymer science community. 
The recipient will be awarded a silver medal and will be 
expected to deliver a medal award lecture at an appropri-
ate Macro Group UK meeting. 
Nominations for this award are invited annually and the 
next deadline of 30th October 2008.+ 
 

Macro Group UK Young Researchers Medal 

Awarded to a UK-based scientist, normally under the age 
of 36 on December 31st of the preceding year, whose con-
tributions to polymer science show outstanding promise for 
the future. The recipient will be awarded a bronze medal 
and will be expected to deliver a medal award lecture at an 
appropriate Macro Group UK meeting. 
Nominations for this award are invited annually and the 
next deadline of 30th October 2008.+ 

 

Nominations 

All Macro Group UK awards are open to scientists from any or-
ganisation (industrial, commercial, government, academic...). 
Nominations for the Macro Group UK Medal and the Macro 
Group UK Young Researchers' Medal are restricted to scientists 
currently working in the UK, whereas the Macro Group UK 
Medal for Outstanding Achievement is open to scientists from all 
countries of the world. 
Nominations should consist of a proposer and a seconder (both 
current members of Macro Group UK), who should provide: 
 

1)  A supporting statement (describing the contributions for 
which the nominee is notable) and 

2) A brief (1-4 page) CV of the nominee. 
 

Nominations for the Macro Group UK Medal for Outstanding 
Achievement may also be made by proposers and/or seconders 
who are not Macro Group UK members with prior approval from 
the Macro Group UK Chairman. All nominations must be re-
ceived by the Macro Group UK Secretary no later than the nomi-
nation deadline. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Macro Group UK Medal for 
Outstanding Achievement * 

 
 2006 J.M.J. Fréchet 
 2005 K. Matyjaszewski 
 2004 P. Hodge 
 2003 A.B. Holmes 
 2002 D.C. Sherrington 
 2001 J.M.G. Cowie 
 2000 J.C. Bevington 
 1999 E.W. Meijer 
 1998 W.J. Feast 
 1997 G. Wegner 
 

Macro Group UK Medal  
 

 2007 S.P. Armes 
 2006 D.M. Haddleton 
 

Macro Group UK Young 
Researchers Medal  

 
 2007 R.V. Ulijn 
 2006 S. Pérrier 
 2005 P.A.G. Cormack 
 2004 W.C. Hayes 
 2003 N.R. Cameron 
 2002 A.I. Cooper 
 2001 W. Huck 
 1999 A. Slark 
 1997 S. Rannard 
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G.R. Mitchell, F.J. Davis, A.S. Vaughan, S. Mossman  
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19th Polymer Networks Group Meeting 
22nd to 26th June 2008, Larnaca, Cyprus 

 
The Polymer Networks Group (PNG) is an independent international organiza-
tion for the promotion of international contacts and the stimulation of research 
in the field of polymer networks. The main activity of the group is the organiza-
tion of a conference on the formation, structure, properties, and applications of 
polymer networks. Meetings now occur biennially, with the last meeting being 
held at the University of Sheffield in 2006. 

The 2008 meeting was held at the Lordos Beach Hotel, Larnaca, Cyprus. Lar-
naca is a city located on the southern coast of Cyprus offering the perfect loca-
tion for a very enjoyable conference. PNG 2008 was attended by more than 
250 participants from 34 countries and 4 continents. Two hundred papers were 
presented over the 5 day conference, 97 lectures and 103 posters. 

The PNG conference brought together chemists, physicists, materials scien-
tists, biologists and engineers to discuss all aspects of polymer networks, lead-

ing to a packed and diverse scientific program. Within this conference there were 
sessions dedicated to synthesis, properties, applications, biogels, nanohybrids and 
bioapplications.  

Very interesting plenary lectures were given by Prof. K. Matyjaszewski (Carnegie 
Mellon University), Prof. A. Ryan (University of Sheffield) and Prof. M. Gottlieb (Ben 
Gurion University), as well as diverse talks from 21 Invited speakers. Specific atten-
tion was paid to the synthesis of well-defined polymer networks using controlled/
living polymerisation and a number of talks were given in this area. For me, the 
conference highlighted the number of different applications for polymer networks 
and the large number of techniques now available to synthesise them. 

I am very grateful to the Macrogroup UK for a bursary which made my attendance 
at PNG 2008 possible.  
 

Louisa Gilmore, Department of Chemistry, University  of Sheffield 

 

Macro2008 Taipei, Taiwan 
“Polymers at Frontiers of Science and Technology” 

 

 

 

 

Gregory J Hunt,  IRC in Polymer Science and Technology, Dept. of Chemistry, University of Durham 
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Institute of Physics Bursaries 
�
The Institute of Physics has a limited number of conference grants for people that are at an early stage of 
their  career (e.g. student, post doc, newly appointed academics) .  

 

All applicants should be Institute of Physics members and be making an oral or poster contribution to the 
conference.  
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Recent Appointees in Polymer Science 

10th Anniversary Meeting,  17 th - 19th September 2008 
 

 

The next annual RAPS meeting will be hosted in the picturesque surroundings of the 
Boots Pharmacy Building at the University of Nottingham 
 

Keynote speakers 
Dr. Derek Irvine (University of Nottingham)  

Dr. Patrick Fairclough (University of Sheffield) 
Prof. Ijeoma F. Uchegbu (University of London)  

 
This year there will a panel session themed discussion on various topics relating to re-
search and polymer science, with senior academics and RAPS members.  There will 
also be a career development session aimed at highlighting opportunities for publica-

tion, funding and commercialisation of research. 
 

RAPS is an organisation that is dedicated to supporting recent academic and industrial 
appointees at the beginning of their careers. RAPS grants are available to recent ap-

pointees covering the registration fee and the accommodation costs in full.  
 

If you would like to receive more information, then please email the chairperson 
(Rachel O’Reilly, rko20@cam.ac.uk)  with your contact details and she will be happy to 

provide further information and add you to the RAPS circulation list.  
 

Alternatively, you can visit the RAPS web site at www.raps.org.uk    
�
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Date(s)  Title and Location  Organiser  

8th-12th Sept 2008  PolyFilm -Confined Polymer films  (University of Sheffield) Mark Geoghegan 

14th-15th Sept 2008 
Advances in Polymer Science and Neutron Scattering 
A conference in honour of Dame Julia Higgins 

João Cabral 

17th-19th Sept 2008  Recent Appointees in Polymer Science (University of Nottingham) Rachel O’Reilly 

19th Dec 2008  
A Random Walk in Polymer Science: a one day meeting to mark 
Randall Richards’ Retirement (University of Durham) 

Aline Miller 
 

6th-8th April 2009 Biological and Soft Matter (University of Warwick)  
Matthew Turner and 
Claire Garland (IoP) 

11th -16th July 2010 
IUPAC World Polymer Congress 2010 
Scottish Exhibition and Conference Centre, Glasgow 

Peter Lovell and Nicole 
Morgan (RSC) 

10th-12th Dec 2008 
Self assembly and self organisation at surfaces and interfaces 
(University of Cambridge) 

Ullrich Steiner 

17th Sept 2008  One Day Polyelectrolyte Workshop Andrew Masters 

4th Dec 2008 Additives for adhesives (SCI) Dave Tod 

Advertising within the BULLETIN & Newsletter 

The membership of the Macro Group UK and the Polymer Physics Group comprises many of the UK’s premier polymer scientists in both industry and academia; 
scientists involved in teaching, training, research and consultancy, and scientists who buy, or influence the buying of, books and journals, scientific equipment and 
chemicals, in fact goods and services of many kinds.  The BULLETIN is posted on the Macro Group and Polymer Physics Group web sites and the Newsletter is 
mailed twice a year (usually in January and July). 
 
Material for circulation with the Macro Group UK/PP G  Newsletter 
 
Material may be mailed with the Newsletter to members of the Macro Group UK and/or to members of the Polymer Physics Group (excluding those members who 
have asked not to receive such material).  Please note that this is not a free service and you  will be charged at the rate in force at the time o f circulation. 
  
A notification of intention to circulate, together with a copy of the item for circulation, should be sent to the Macro Group Secretary, Dr Wayne Hayes (Department 
of Chemistry, University of Reading, e-mail: w.hayes@reading.ac.uk ), and to the Bulletin Officers, Dr Andrew Dove (MGUK) and Dr James Sharp (PPG), who can 
then advise on the procedure to be followed.   

 
 
 
 
 

Selwyn College, University of Cambridge 
December 10 – 12 2008 

http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/physics/sssi/ 
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Philip Ball (Freelance author and editor of nature), Jacob Klein (Weizmann Institute), Karina Morgenstern (Uni. Han-
nover), N. GoldenFeld (Uni. Illinois), A. Mikhailov (Fritz Haber Institut), Eduard Arzt (Saarland Uni.), Andrei Zvelin-
dovsky (Uni. Central Lancashire), Anne-Marie Cazabat (Uni. Pierre et Marie Curie), O. Ikkala (Helsinki Uni.), Elie Raph-
ael (Laboratoire de Physico-Chemie Theorique), D. Bonn (Uni. Amsterdam), Richard Jones (Uni. Sheffield), F. Besen-
bacher (Aarhus Uni.)�
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Intended Audience 
 

This course is designed for personnel with a need to know more about polymer science and tech-
nology and should appeal to those with some background in the sciences and who wish to broaden 
their horizons with a general overview of these topics. It has been approved by IOM3 for profes-
sional development. 

 

This course is specifically for you if: you interact with polymer scientists (either as customers, sup-
pliers or research and development teams); or you are commercial/ engineering/production based 
and need to understand more about how your products and/or processes work. 

 

Course Structure 
 

Please note that we reserve the right to make changes to the course content and lecturers should it be necessary. Provisional 
course details are as follows 

 

WEEK ONE  

Day 1: Basic Polymer Science part >�

Day 2: Basic Polymer Science part >>�

Day 3: Polymer Chemistry 

Day 4: Polymer Engineering (Polymer Processing) 

Day 5: Polymer Physics 
 

WEEK TWO  

Day 6: Multi-phase Polymer Materials and Composites 

Day 7: Polymer Dynamics and Macromolecular Rheology 

Day 8: Polymer Nanotechnology  

Day 9: Polymeric Biomaterials 
�

Course Notes 
 

Each participant will receive at the beginning of the course, a 
bound set of course notes and a CD of the same information. 
 

Further Details  further details can be found at http://www.polymerirc.org/pages/CourseDescriptions 

contact Miss S.H. Cowley, The Polymer Centre, Dainton Building, University of Sheffield, S3 7HF (Tel: 0114 222 9520)  

or e-mail: s.h.cowley@sheffield.ac.uk 

�

�

Polymer Science and 
Technology  

 
9 Day Modular Course 

 
27th October –6th November 2008 

 
Venue: Novotel Sheffield 

 

Discounted rates on 
course fees for PPG 

members 
 

Student member 
50% discount 

 

Non student member 
15% discount 
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