Extra Branch Meeting
Thursday, October 22" 2007, starting at 18:30
Room 49, Maudland Building, University of Central Lancashire

* All things bright and beautiful:
The science of natural colour ”

Dr Peter Vukusic , University of Exeter
(This years IoP Schools’ Lecturer)
Abstract:

“From the silver of fish scales, to the blue of peacock feathers, there is far more to colour in
nature than meets our eyes. Even in the wings of the seemingly simple butterfly, there exist
optical systems that are breathtaking in their aesthetic elegance and their scientific ingenuity.
Many diverse designs of naturally evolved micro-structures are known to manipulate light and
colour, generating important optical functionality in the natural world. While these complex
optical systems have clearly evolved for biological purposes, they are increasingly offering
inspiration and design blueprints for applied optical technologies. Through the presentation of
accessible descriptions and colourful photographs and diagrams, this talk will introduce and
describe nature's use and production of colour; outlining the results of recent scientific
research and describing the way such new understanding is being applied to modern
technological systems.”

The meeting is open to all. There will be refreshments from 18:00. Free parking after 17:30
may be found alongside and behind the Maudland Building, see Map on
http://www.uclan.ac.uk/quide2/maps/newmap.htm.




